
 

R
eg

io
n

al
ly

 S
p

ea
ki

n
g—

N
C

B
EA

 N
ew

sl
et

te
r—

N
o

ve
m

b
er

 2
0

0
8

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Publication of the North Central Business Education Association 

Vol. 40  No. 1                                  November 2008 Issue 

November Is…  

November offers business educators an ideal opportunity to demonstrate why business education curriculum is so 

important to all students, regardless of what careers they ultimately pursue.  But why stop with just students?  Now is a 

great time to make others aware of your programs, too! 

 Order and display National Education for Business Month posters from NBEA 
o 3 designs available 
o 1 poster - $2.00 for members; $4.00 for non-members 
o Set of 3 posters - $4.00 for members; $8.00 for non-members 
o 100 of any one poster - $60.00 for members; $120 for non-members 

 Create a bulletin board reminding students that business courses are essential for developing life skills 

 Add a podcast about business programs to your website 

 Write a letter to your school board, legislators, or others in your community about your program 

 Invite a business teacher to join NBEA 

 Invite a successful former student who now works in business to be a guest speaker 
 

For more information, on National Education for Business Month promotional materials or brochures to promote your 

program to specific target audiences, check out NBEA’s Publication Marketplace at http://www.nbea.org/marketfpg.html. 

http://www.nbea.org/marketfpg.html
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A Message from the 

 

Welcome to the first issue of the North Central Business Education 

Association newsletter for the 2008-2009 school year.  At the October 

NCBEA board meeting held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, the board 

decided to make significant changes to the newsletter.  You will find this 

issue more streamlined, and we hope a faster, easier read than the 

previous format. 

Each issue will continue to remind you of upcoming conferences, supply 

you with a NBEA membership form to give to a friend, and provide you 

with your current board contact information.  The remaining articles will 

touch on a vast array of topics that will change with each newsletter.  

You’ll read about new state initiatives, glimpse into state conferences 

being held, and discover trends developing in the business classroom. 

A new feature we hope to have for each issue is the “Focus On . . .” article.  These articles, written by business 

educators, will dispense information pertinent to the business education classroom.  Missouri’s Michelle 

Lindsey provides our first foray with her article focusing on elementary keyboarding.   Upcoming topics include 

Word Tips & Tricks, Entrepreneurship, and Planting Seeds—which will be a motivational piece.  Please feel 

free to submit an idea for a topic, or better yet, write a short information piece to share with our membership. 

Also in this issue, you will find pictures and information from our NCBEA conference.  The NCBEA board 

appreciates the generosity and courtesy extended to us from the state of Michigan in allowing us to join them 

at their state conference.  NCBEA board members Maurice Henderson and Barb Bartosiewicz and Michigan 

State President Bettie Goodman were gracious hosts as we navigated between the Amway Hotel and the 

DeVos Place Convention Center.  Barb will be sharing specific information regarding this conference in another 

newsletter issue, but in this issue we present the NCBEA award winners and offer a visual glance via pictures 

into the many conference events. 

As you read on the first page of our newsletter, November is National Education Business Month.  It is also a 

great month to start thinking about attending the upcoming NBEA convention.  Our region will be hosting the 

conference scheduled for April 8-11 in Chicago.  The current issue of the Business Education Forum contains 

a few aspects regarding the conference.  Numerous volunteers are needed, so please either contact me or one 

of the committee members listed in the Forum with your desire to serve.  More information regarding this 

convention will be forthcoming. 

And finally, the NCBEA board would like to thank Jennifer Wegner, Wisconsin, for agreeing to be our 

newsletter editor this school year.  Jen has been instrumental in creating the design of the newsletter and 

developing the future content.  Be sure to give Kudos to Jen when you see her as she has done an excellent 

job in transforming the newsletter.   

We hope you will enjoy this first issue of the NCBEA newsletter.  Happy reading! 

 

 Pictures throughout the newsletter are from the Michigan Business Education Association-

North Central Business Education Association Convention held October 1-3, 2008. 
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Congratulations to the NCBEA 

 

 

Dr. Glenn A. Bailey, Illinois State University, 

Normal, Illinois, NCBEA Distinguished Service 

Award, Collegiate Teacher of the Year; Dr. Gary 

B. Hutchinson, Hinsdale South High School, 

Darien, Illinois, NCBEA Distinguished Service 

Award, Administrator of Business 

Education;  Kevin J. Curran, Glencoe/McGraw-

Hill, Roscoe, Illinois, NCBEA Distinguished 

Service Award, Friend of Business 

Education; and Rose Christine Blackburn, 

Minooka Community High School, Plainfield, IL, 

NCBEA Distinguished Service Award, Secondary 

Teacher of the Year.  Not present was Roger 

Kevin McMillian, Mineral Area College, Park Hills, 

Missouri, NCBEA Distinguished Service Award, 

Postsecondary Teacher of the Year. 

 

Contact the  

 

Kimberly Schultz, President 
 .............................. kimberly.schultz@kirkwood.edu 
 .................................... kaschultz@iowatelecom.net 
Laura Taylor, Immediate Past President 
 ................................................. ltaylor@sfccmo.edu 
Beth Sindt, President-Elect 
 ................................... bsindt@hawkeyecollege.edu 
Susan Elwood, Secretary 
 .................................................. elwoods@nicc.edu 
 ............................................. rselwood@mchsi.com 
Twana Hulen, Treasurer 
 .......................................... thulen@ner4.k12.mo.us 
 ................................................ thulen@dishmail.net 
Vacant, Student Representative 
Maurice Henderson, NBEA Representative 
 .............................. maurice.henderson@emich.edu 
Tonya Skinner, Webmaster 
 .............................................. tonya@btskinner.com 
Karen Drage, Illinois State Representative 
 .................................................... ksdrage@eiu.edu 
Greg Valentine, Indiana State Representative 
 ..................................................... gvalenti@usi.edu  
Jody Emerson, Iowa State Representative 
 .................................... jemerson@iowatelecom.net 
Barb Bartosiewicz, Michigan State Representative 
 ........................................... bbartosi@manistee.org 
 ........................................... bbartosi@jackpine.com 
Bob Murray, Minnesota State Representative 
 ........................................ rmurraymbei@gmail.com 
Michelle Lindsey, Missouri State Representative 
 ................... michellelindsey@mail.ozark.k12.mo.us 
Vicky Ryan, Ohio State Representative 
 ......................................... vryan@daviscollege.edu 
Debbie Stanislawski, Wisconsin State Representative 
 .................................... stanislawskid@uwstout.edu 
Jen Wegner, Newsletter Chair .................................  
 ........................................... jenwegner@charter.net 
Pat Wissen, ISBE Representative 
 .............................................. wissenp@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out the newly revised  

 

at its new location: 

 

mailto:kimberly.schultz@kirkwood.edu
mailto:kaschultz@iowatelecom.net
mailto:ltaylor@sfccmo.edu
mailto:elwoods@nicc.edu
mailto:thulen@ner4.k12.mo.us
mailto:thulen@dishmail.net
mailto:maurice.henderson@emich.edu
mailto:ksdrage@eiu.edu
mailto:gvalenti@usi.edu
mailto:jemerson@iowatelecom.net
mailto:bbartosi@manistee.org
mailto:bbartosi@jackpine.com
mailto:rmurraymbei@gmail.com
mailto:vryan@daviscollege.edu
mailto:jenwegner@charter.net
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Focus On~ 

 
 

By Michelle Lindsey, Technology Instructor, 

Ozark Upper Elementary 

With technology becoming infused in the elementary 

setting, teaching keyboard familiarity to students in 

grades K-2 and touch keyboarding to students in 

grades 3-6 has become crucial to preventing bad 

habits and essential in preparing students for future 

success. By completing keyboarding requirements 

before entering high school, students have room in 

their high school schedules for more advanced 

applications courses. While research shows 

students are ready to learn touch keyboarding in 

grades 3 and 4, they often make the greatest strides 

in grades 5 and 6. Business educators are crucial to 

the success of elementary keyboarding programs in 

their school district. Below are some tips for 

successfully teaching elementary students to 

keyboard. 

Á Encourage your district to hire a business 
educator to teach elementary keyboarding 

Á If a business educator is not chosen, offer to 
model keyboarding instruction for elementary 
teachers 

Á Place a large emphasis on keyboarding 
technique 

o Suggestion for grading 
Á Give immediate feedback by tapping the student 

on the shoulder each time the student is 
observed using incorrect technique 

Á You can associate each tap with a grade, such 
as minus two points on a ten point scale 

o The instructor is actively engaged 
observing and encouraging 

Á Use a dictation approach, such as Dr. Mona 
Casady’s Whiteboard Approach to Keyboarding, 
to teach elementary keyboarding 

Á Since full inclusion often occurs at the 
elementary level, a dictation approach allows for 
easier adaptation for special education students 

Á A dictation approach allows all students to 
experience success 

Á The Whiteboard Approach presents the keys 
which are easiest to control first 

Á The teacher can recognize which reaches cause 
the most difficulty and modify the keys called 
appropriately 

Á Provide instruction for 20-30 minutes at least 3 
times per week 

Á Introduce two to four new keys per session 
Á Students should be praised and encouraged 

frequently 
Á Use verbal review (which hand and finger 

presses the letter f?) 
Á When dictating keys call in a manner that 

reinforces reaches for each finger (f to b, f to r, f 
to g, f to t) 

Á Use short rhyming words to reinforce patterns 
and build speed 

Á Use 12” timed writings to build speed 
Á Make sure all elementary teachers understand 

the importance of elementary keyboarding and 
encourage proper keyboarding techniques each 
time students use a computer 

 

Michelle Lindsey is a business educator who has spent 

10 years teaching elementary technology and providing 

keyboarding instruction training to educators.  She may 

be contacted at michellelindsey@mail.ozark.k12.mo.us. 

For further reading on elementary keyboarding, try 

NBEA’s Elementary/Middle School Keyboarding 

Strategies Guide.  The Whiteboard Approach to 

Keyboarding can be purchased for $19.95 from Dr. Mona 

Casady, 4304 E Cross Timbers St, Springfield MO  

65809.   

 
     Call for  

 

 

    Regionally Speaking can be found as a link 

             on the NBEA (www.nbea.org) or  

                        NCBEA Website:   

                   http://www.ncbea.com 

 

                    Submit articles to:  

                   Editor:  Jen Wegner   

                 jenwegner@charter.net  

 

    The next issue will have an December 1 deadline.    

    As soon as you have information ready, please  

    submit it.
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Recipients of the 

 

 

Tera Gregg and Cecelia Kapcia, both from Michigan, 

are the recipients of the First-Time Attendee Stipends.  

These stipends are presented to encourage members 

to participate in regional and national level 

conferences.  Check online at www.ncbea.com or 

www.nbea.org for more information regarding these 

opportunities! 

Upcoming 

 

 

November 12-14, 2008 

Illinois Business Education Association Conference 

Effingham, IL 

November 14-15, 2008 

Indiana Business Education Association Conference 

Indianapolis, IN 

April 7-11, 2009 

National Business Education Association Convention 

Chicago, IL 

July 20-23, 2009 

Missouri Business Education Association Conference 

Springfield, MO 

September 24-26, 2009 

Wisconsin Business Education Association Convention 

Stevens Point, WI 

October 15-17, 2009 

Michigan Business Education Association Convention 

Traverse City, MI 

 

Convention Highlights From 
 
            
By Michelle Lindsey, MO  Representative 

 

IDEAS you can USE! 

Looking for a great site on Podcasting or Flash?  Try Rita Schildknecht’s 

http://warrensburg.k12.mo.us/teachers/rschildknecht/resources.html.  

Get handouts for many of Missouri’s Summer Conference Sessions, including Moodle, Personal Finance, 

and Differentiated Instruction at: 

http://dese.mo.gov/divcareered/biz_mbea_handouts.htm. Plus, visit our archive of prior conference 

handouts! 

Need a closing session speaker?  Try Lt. Colonel Don Koonce!  

http://www.americanstories.us/About%20Story%20Teller.htm 

What was hot at the Marketing/Linkages table?  Flash Drives and Jewel-studded shirts (¾ length sleeves) 

in black or white with our MBEA logo! 

Want to attend a great conference in Missouri?  Join us for our Fall Conference!  Details can be found at:  

http://dese.mo.gov/divcareered/conferences.htm#MBEA  

  

http://www.ncbea.com/
http://www.nbea.org/
http://warrensburg.k12.mo.us/teachers/rschildknecht/resources.html
http://dese.mo.gov/divcareered/biz_mbea_handouts.htm
http://www.americanstories.us/About%20Story%20Teller.htm
http://dese.mo.gov/divcareered/conferences.htm#MBEA
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Have you renewed your membership lately?   
Donôt forget to share this organization with your colleagues! 
Membership form and online payment are available at www.nbea.org.  

 

 

http://www.nbea.org/

